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wiry valiy age snowed his adventurous 
spirit and love for an out-of-door life. So 
he became a famous trapper, pioneer, 
and explorer of the West — a true fron- 
tiersman,” the teacher concluded. 
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Thinking, Remembering, and Discovering 


1. Why were the mountain men inter- 
ested in Utah? 


After reading the description of the 
mountain men, make a drawing of 
one. 
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3. Write a paragraph that will tell 
some interesting things about the 
life of a trapper. 


4. Identify the following men: John 
Jacob Astor, Wilson Price Hunt, 
Donald McKensie, Peter Skene Og- 
den. 


5. Where were headquarters for the 
British fur trappers? 


6. Make a list of the places visited in 
Utah bv tha Hanrsre 


‚of the mountain men who made mo: 
explorations and trapped more beav. 
in Utah than did any other group. The 
were Americans working for the Rock 
: Mountain Fur Company. This compan 
was organized by General Willia 
Henry Ashley and Major Andrew Henr 
in the spring of 1822. Its headquarter 
- were at St. Louis, Missouri. 


“Ashley and Henry enlisted in thei 
first group of trappers 100 young men 
many of whom became the most famou 
-explorers of Utah. The names of Jede 
„diah S. Smith, James Bridger, Etienn: 
-~ Provot, Thomas Fitzpatrick, Ashley 
_ Henry, Jackson, the Sublette brothers 
and many others should become famil. 
iar to every school child and adult ir 
_ Utah and in the Rocky Mountain area 
They were the explorers and pathfinders 
= of this vast western area. They went 
* into every nook of this unknown land, 
~ trapped on every stream and lake, and 
~- found every fertile valley and mountain 
pass,” Mr. Madsen explained. 


Discovery of South Pass, F ebruary, 1824 


“From 1822 to 1824 the Ashley- 

Henry employees trapped in the Yel- 
lowstone Park region, meeting several 
disastrous reverses, such as Indian at- 
tacks. But an event occurred in Febru- 

.. ary, 1824, which led almost immediately 
To American control of the Rocky Moun- 
tain beaver trade and to the exploration 
© of Utah and the rest of the country lying 
between the Bocke WMromatasse anA +... 


